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Introduction and Outline

Statewide Database: Redistricting Database for the
State of California T https://statewidedatabase.org

Overview of this session:
¢ Introduce Data used in Redistricting

¢ Provide Context for data decisions the CRC will need
to confront

¢ Provide realistic examples of how these may be
applied

¢ Demo on moving lines and how districts are
constructed



Where to start?

California Constitution Article 21

Sec 2. (d) The commission shall establish
single-member districts for the Senate,
Assembly, Congress, and State Board of
Equalization pursuant to a mapping process
using the following criteria as set forth in the
following order of priority:




Criterion 1: Equal Population

(1) Districts shall comply with the United
States Constitution. Congressional districts
shall achieve population equality as nearly as
IS practicable, and Senatorial, Assembly, and
State Board of Equalization districts shall
have reasonably equal population with other
districts for the same office, except where
deviation is required to comply with the
federal Voting Rights Act or allowable by law.




Which data are used for the Equal
Population Criterion?

Decennial Census

PL94-171 file

Census block level dataset

Reports total population and other variables

Equal Population means assign everyone to a
district

NOT only Citizens, Voters, eligible voters,
registered voters but rather EVERYONE (with a

small caveat)

Reapportionment vs. Redistricting



Criterion 2: Federal Voting Rights Act

(2) Districts shall comply with the Federal
Voting Rights Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1971 and

following)

¢ Please note that there may be some confusion
regarding the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA)
which does NOT in any way apply to statewide
redistricting




Two parts to comply with the VRA

¢ Measuring/analyzing

Expert conducts a Racially Polarized Voting
Analysis

Work with Expert(s) and Counsel to make decisions
about Majority/Minority districts

This work can begin BEFORE release of PL94-171

¢ Drawing a district

Work with redistricting consultant to construct
districts that comply with the FVRA



Data necessary to comply with the FVR¢

Census data
American Community Survey
Voter Registration

Statement of Vote

¢ Note that having political data available does not
mean that they should or will be used for political
purposes; these data are necessary for FVRA
compliance

Geography



Criterion 3: Contiguity & Data used

(3) Districts shall be geographically
contiguous

Geographic Criterion

Data used:
o Census geography



Criterion 4: Local jurisdictions & Communities

(4) The geographic integrity of any city, county,
city and county, local neighborhood, or local
community of interest shall be respected in a
manner that minimizes their division to the
extent possible without violating the
requirements of any of the preceding
subdivisions. A community of interest is a
contiguous population which shares common
social and economic interests that should be
Included within a single district for purposes of
its effective and fair representation.
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Data to meet Criterion 4

Cities, Counties, Cities and Counties?
o Census geography

Neighborhoods?

o Not readily available; Public testimony, Data/ Geography
submitted by Public, Cities, etc.

Communities of Interest?

o Not readily available; Public testimony, Data/ Geography
submitted by Public, local officials, etc.; sometimes supplemented
with other data.

« Note that these categories are not ranked within Criterion 4

« Decide how to use new tools that were not available to the last
Commission
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Criterion 5: Compactness & Data ust

(5) To the extent practicable, and where this
does not conflict with the criteria above, districts
shall be drawn to encourage geographical
compactness such that nearby areas of
population are not bypassed for more distant
population.

Geographic Criterion

Data used:
o Census Geography

12



Cri1teri on 6: O Ne

(6) To the extent practicable, and where this
does not conflict with the criteria above, each
Senate district shall be comprised of two
whole, complete, and adjacent Assembly
districts, and each Board of Equalization
district shall be comprised of 10 whole,
complete, and adjacent Senate districts.

Data used:
o Newly created districts
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Redistricting Criteria ainthta used

A Equal Population T Decennial Census; PL94-171file

A Compliance with the Federal Voting Rights Act; PL94-
171, Statement of Registration, Statement of Vote,

Citizen Voting Age Population from American Community
Survey (ACS)

A Contiguity i1 Census Geography

A Respect for City and County boundaries i Census
Geography

A Respect for Neighborhoods i Public Testimony,
Data/Geography submitted by Public, Cities/Counties,
etc.

A Respect for Communities of Interest Public Testimony,
Data/Geography submitted by Public

A Compactness 1 Census Geography
A Nesting i Newly created districts
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Criterion 1 and The Decennial Censi

Conducted every 10 years since 1790

Determines the number of people living in the
US

nNCount
pl aceo
The only ncounto of the
Provides a O0snapshoto of
Collects data from every household and more

Previously known as t he

people once, onl\

Census Day was April 1, 2020
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California SelResponse Rates: census.ca.gov

Q Census 2020 Self-Response Rates in California California Complete Count - Census 2020
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\ A closer look reveals differences

Census 2020 Self Response Rates in Callfornla California Complete Count - Census 2020
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‘ No self response = Naresponse followp

Census 2020 Self-Response Rates in California California Complete Count - Census 2020
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CUNY: censushardtocountmaps2020.us
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